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We seated ourselves, our legs underneath us. I remembered
he time when my father and I squatted upon our threshold
n silence, and a strange nostalgia overcame me.

" Kotikokura, my son," Kalarba said, placing his powerful

tand upon my knee, " death is a hammer which breaks all

hings.   Life is a rake which gathers the dust, making new

hapes.   Let not sorrow devour you/'

The moon moved slowly like a hoop tapped lightly.

" Kotikokura, my son," the High Priest said, his brow

nit, " you have beheld the Great Ape face to face.   He

owered before your whip, and at your command.   There-

)re, you think you are more powerful than he, and you

oubt his divinity.     Kotikokura/' he raised his forefinger

ke a totem come to life, " beware of vainglory !   The Great

pe is unconquerable.   Man is like a temple.   Within him

lere is a pit, whose God is the Great Ape.   He may not

iinquish him.   It suffices if his head is raised to the other

:>d in the stars."

" Are there two Great Apes ? " I asked, bewildered.
" There is only one Great Ape, my son. When his children
*ow up, and understand him, he moves to the sky. When
s children are still too young, like a fond father he remains
tth them in his golden cage, that they may hear his growl
id smell his 'divine scent. He admonishes them, and rewards
em. His thousand tails embrace them like arms, or if
raged, like serpents.

" The Great Ape has an iron cage, and one small tail, not
powerful as that of a lion. The tongueless men pierce
m with their prongs, and flay him with their whips. He
owls when the chain which is tied around his shank is
died.

"The infant draws life from the breasts of his mother,
t when he grows up he disdains her and will not look upon
r. But could he have lived without her milk ? You have
Dwn up, Kotikokura, and you disdain your siref I allowed